	
[image: image3.png]o s

e

wm:m..._ugot:‘_otm_n





[image: image2]

	PRESS RELEASE

EMBARGO UNTIL 0001, 6 APRIL 2011
Hustings give citizens chance to challenge candidates
A unique series of hustings are being organised across Northern Ireland over the next fortnight, in the run-up to the assembly election on May 5.

The events, in Belfast, Derry and Armagh, are mainly being organised by the pressure group Platform for Change.

Platform for Change was established last year to enhance civic engagement with the political arena and promote a realignment of politics towards more ‘normal’, day-to-day concerns. It says the election should be about securing ‘a government that works delivering a programme that is relevant’.
A 2009 survey of public attitudes by academics from the two Northern Ireland universities found only a third of respondents believed that having a devolved assembly was giving citizens more say in how they were governed. Most thought it was making no difference.

Hustings are a rare event in Northern Ireland, because of the tacit assumption that there are separate electoral battles within each religious community, rather than there being a public debate about issues with which all citizens can engage.
All parties with representation in the assembly have been invited to take part in the events, which are taking place in neutral venues. 

The chair of Platform for Change, Robin Wilson, said today: ‘As an initiative of ordinary citizens across Northern Ireland, we wanted to give our fellow citizens the chance to challenge candidates seeking their support on the issues that concern them. We urge individuals from every background and walk of life to attend the events.’
‘We are also supporting a hustings this evening [WEDNESDAY] in Queen’s University students’ union, organised by the Belfast Feminist Network. Northern Ireland politics is very male-dominated and issues of particular concern to women are rarely at the top of the political agenda,’ he said.

The Platform for Change events are:

Derry: Monday, 11 April, 7pm, The Junction, Bishop Street

Belfast: Thursday, 14 April, 7pm, The Cube, Crescent Arts Centre, University Road

Armagh: Monday, 18 April, 7pm, Market Place Theatre, Market Street

Details are at www.platformforchange.net. 

Notes to editors
1. Platform for Change supports:

· a politics focused on the public interest and the common good;

· a cohesive government in which power is genuinely shared;

· an assembly which gives the citizen a real voice; and

· a vision of a tolerant and inclusive society without dividing lines.
For more information, contact: 
Robin Wilson
Email: r.wilson250@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07771607707
or

Sinead Walsh

Email: walshs7@tcd.ie
Mobile: 07592303915
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